
Dear members of the Connecticut General Assembly Human Services Committee: 
 
I am in favor of S.B. 284: AN ACT INCREASING THE AGE FROM EIGHT TO EIGHTEEN FOR AN 
INCOME ELIGIBLE PERSON TO OBTAIN HEALTH CARE REGARDLESS OF IMMIGRATION STATUS. 
Expanding access to HUSKY to age 18, regardless of immigration status, is an important step in 
ensuring that our immigrant community has access to the health care we need. But our work 
doesn't end with expanding access to age 18; we need to open access to HUSKY and health care 
to all immigrants of any age, including parents and adults. 
 
My name is Laura Garcia, I live in Norwalk, I came to this country more than 8 years ago and I 
have always lived in Connecticut. I am a domestic worker and member of the Stamford 
Domestic Worker organization, Nosotras, and a mother of two children. The oldest was not 
born here, my little boy was born here. Since my little boy was born I have always noticed the 
difference in treatment, for the older one there were never appointments, it is very difficult to 
get an appointment, you have to wait a long time, while for my younger son, you can get 
appointments very easily and without much waiting. He even has two dental appointments a 
year, the treatment is so different for my younger one. They call us to schedule appointments, 
and for the older one we don’t hear anything.As a mother I feel helpless that the system treats 
them differently, but this is not my decision, nor is it in my hands. 
 
To make things worse, I would have been the mother of a third baby if not due to medical 
malpractice leading to him being stillborn because my preeclampsia was not detected in time 
by my providers. I complained for many days and had visible symptoms of preeclampsia, and 
today a child, a son, is missing in our family. This mistreatment shows the discrimination and 
racism with the Latino community at community centers. I am a person who works hard for the 
community, I help as much as I can and I am immersed in projects to improve the living 
conditions of my community, and above all so that no one else suffers what I suffered. Today 
you have the opportunity to hear more mothers and children with stories like mine, and to give 
a better opportunity to all the children of Connecticut. I support S.B. 284 and ask the 
committee to support and pass this legislation. Going forward, I ask the committee to work to 
open access to all immigrants regardless of age. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
Laura Garcia 


